


Epigenomics, Behaviour and Disease 
Symposium

Changing Behaviour

Summer of Spikes Lecture Series 

Spike up your Life

Responding to increasing interest in the 
study of inherited changes in appearance and 
gene expression, QBI hosted the inaugural 
Epigenomics, Behaviour and Disease 
Symposium in March.

“Many questions of adult behaviour in the 
nervous system have some component of 
epigenetics – there couldn’t be a more exciting 
topic,” said QBI Director Professor Perry Bartlett.  

Among the speakers was University of Zurich’s 
Professor Isabelle Mansuy, who revealed that 
chronic maternal deprivation leads to impulsive 
and depressive behaviour in future generations.

“The maternal environment is of great 
importance for the normal development of 
children,” she said. 

“Some traits disappear in the fourth generation, 
but some stay … We’re testing the theory that 
these traits can be reversed by drugs or environ-
mental factors.”

The symposium organiser, QBI’s Dr Timothy 
Bredy, said work presented at the conference 
represented major advances in the understand-
ing of gene-environment interactions in the 
context of human disease.

“It’s clear that the epigenome is playing a central 
role in that,” he said.

Better understanding the link between 
learning, rhythm and computational 
neuroscience was at the core of the Summer 
of Spikes lecture series organised by the 
Thinking Systems Group and held at QBI over 
the 2009-2010 festive season.

By increasing the understanding of these key 
areas, scientists hope to advance research into 
neurological disorders.

QBI’s Dr Angelique Paulk, who organised the 
series with Dr Peter Stratton and Professor 
Janet Wiles said: “Direct interaction between 
scientists provides the ground-work for truly 
novel research which would not otherwise occur. 
That’s why we decided to organise this course 
and unite eminent researchers from the compu-
tational and empirical neuroscience disciplines.”

Guest speakers included Assoc. Professor 
Jean-Mark Fellous, University of Arizona, USA, 
who researches the role of noise in neural 
computations; and Professor Anthony Burkitt, 
University of Melbourne, and Assoc. Professor 
Michael Breakspear, University of New South 
Wales, who use mathematical concepts to better 
understand neurological functions. 

Neuroscientists from across the globe 
gathered at QBI to learn more about the latest 
developments in motor neuron disease (MND) 
research in February.

The symposium gave researchers the 
opportunity to discuss advances across a range 
of areas, including the molecular and cellular 
mechanisms, genetics and diagnostic markers 
of MND, as well as treatment strategies and 
imaging.  

“This highly successful symposium brought 
the clinical, scientific and public communities 
together for the exchange of ideas and new 
scientific knowledge on current issues in MND,” 
conference organiser Dr Robyn Wallace said.  

The Australian Neuroscience Society satellite 
meeting also included a series of oral and 
poster presentations, illustrating the quality 
and breadth of research that is currently being 
conducted into MND across the country. 

Motor Neuron Disease (MND) 
Symposium

MiND Matters

Introducing Addiction Neuroethics 
Conference 

The Neuroethics of Neuroscience

Neuroscientists are committed to improving 
drug treatments for a range of illnesses – but 
it is important to consider the ethical, social 
and policy implications of the treatments they 
develop. 

Addiction is a serious illness for many people, 
however research is only now starting to reveal 
how drugs act on the brain to cause dependence 
and why some people are more prone to 
developing addiction than others. This research 
could lead to more effective treatments for 
addiction and transform social policy.

Many questions remain unanswered, including 
whether people are responsible for drug-induced 
behaviour that harms others and whether 
psychotropic drugs that enhance brain functions 
such as memory, concentration and mood 
should be allowed. 

International speakers Professor Judy Illes from 
the University of British Columbia, Canada, and 
Assoc. Professor Eric Racine from Université de 
Montréal and McGill University, Canada, joined 
the conversation at the Introducing Addiction 
Neuroethics Conference in April. 

Conference organiser, QBI’s Professor Wayne 
Hall, said: “It is important that we consider the 
impact of neuroscience research if we are to 
maximise the benefits it offers.”
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Above: Professor David Vaney (centre, black shirt) with delegates from  VDU 2010.

Brain Plasticity Symposium

The Flies Have It

Computational Neuroscience 
Workshop

Maths and Mystery

Charles Watson Short Course

Forebrain basics

Vision Down Under 2010

Festschrift for David Vaney

Mark Twain rarely comes to mind when you 
think of neuroscience.  

However he was central to a lecture by Professor 
Ron Davis who tried to debunk the quote “the 
good Lord didn’t create anything without a 
purpose – but the fly comes close” at the Brain 
Plasticity Symposium in September.  

Professor Davis, from the Baylor College of 
Medicine, USA, spoke about the importance 
of the fruit fly Drosophila in understanding 
memory in humans.

“In the past few years we have identified several 
memory traces. It appears that olfactory 
learning is actually multiple memory phases in 
the olfactory nervous system,” he explained.  

A plethora of national and international speakers 
spoke on a range of topics, covering neural 
circuit construction and function in sensory 
systems, memory and psychopathology, across 
the two-day symposium.  

QBI’s Deputy Director (Research) and symposium 
co-organiser Professor Pankaj Sah said: “This 
symposium showcased new developments in 
this exciting area of neuroscience. The poster 
session was particularly good and provided an 
opportunity for QBI students and staff to spend 
time with leaders in the field.” 

Research leaders from Australia and overseas 
gathered at QBI in November for the Australian 
Workshop in Computational Neuroscience.

First held at QBI in 2006, the two-day workshop 
gives computational neuroscientists the 
opportunity to learn more about the latest 
developments in their field, while also discussing 
potential collaborations with other researchers.

Computational neuroscience is the study of the 
information-processing properties of nervous 
systems, using a combination of mathematical 
and experimental techniques.

“A computational approach is essential for fully 
unlocking the mysteries of brain function,” said 
workshop organiser and the head of QBI’s com-
putational neuroscience laboratory Professor 
Geoffrey Goodhill.

Guest speakers also included Professor Peter 
Dayan from University College London and 
Dr Si Wu from the Institute of Neuroscience in 
Shanghai.

More than 50 people attended a short course 
hosted at QBI in August by Professor Charles 
Watson, Professor of Health Sciences at Curtin 
University in Western Australia.

Entitled ‘The forebrain tracts – histology and 
MR images’, the workshop focused on the fibre 
systems of the forebrain, first with histological 
sections, and then with MR scans of mouse 
brains.

Formal lectures preceded related group project 
sessions.

Participants were provided with a review of the 
organisation of the forebrain, an outline of the 
major fibre systems of the forebrain as seen in 
fibre-stained histological sections and interpre-
tation of MR images of the mouse forebrain, 
including the thalamus, hypothalamus, 
subpallium and cerebral cortical areas.

This was the third in what has become an annual 
short course in neuro-anatomy.  

Professor Watson is a world-leading authority on 
functional anatomy of the nervous system.  His 
courses are always extremely popular and well-
received by those who attend them.

On 1 December, QBI hosted the third ‘Vision 
Down Under’ meeting.

The event marked the retirement of Professor 
David Vaney and provided an opportunity to 
celebrate his many outstanding contributions to 
visual neuroscience and to wish him well in the 
next step of his life.

VDU 2010 featured talks by Professor Vaney’s 
past and present collaborators and colleagues, 
on topics ranging from axon guidance in 
arthropods to the Bradshaw rock paintings of 
the Kimberley.

Professor Vaney will retain close ties with the 
Institute as he has been appointed Emeritus 
Professor of The University of Queensland.
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In July, QBI was privileged to showcase its 
research to Mr Mark Butler in his capacity as 
Parliamentary Secretary for Health and Mr 
Steven Miles, the Labor candidate for Ryan. 

The visitors met with Professor Perry Bartlett who 
provided them with an overview of QBI's unique 

“fundamental research” focus before walking them 
through a few laboratories.  The final stop was at 
the research benches of Drs Daniel Blackmore and 
Dhanisha Jhaveri where the spotlight was on the 
recent developments in dementia research. 

Against a backdrop of Australia’s greying 
population, ageing dementia is emerging as one 
of the country’s most pressing health problems.

It is expected to present significant challenges 
to our health care system, which makes directed 
research programs aimed at preventing and 
treating ageing dementia and preserving quality 
of life for older Australians all the more urgent.

Professor Bartlett used the opportunity to 
brief an interested Mr Butler on QBI's plans for 
a much-needed Centre for Ageing Dementia 
Research.  Professor Bartlett said that the visit 
was an indication of the high level of importance 
placed on neurological health by the federal 
government.

The Hon Mark Butler MP currently holds the 
portfolio of Minister for Mental Health and Ageing, 
a position he took on in September 2010.

Queensland Education and Training Interna-
tional

The Queensland Brain Institute took out the “Best 
Practice in International Collaborations” in the 
Research category during the 2010 QETI Awards 
for Excellence ceremony in November.

This award was in recognition of QBI's successful 
collaboration with the Institute of Biophysics in 
Beijing (further details on opposite page).

The QETI awards occur on an annual basis 
and showcase Queensland’s international and 
training institutions’ best practice in internation-
al collaboration and student services.

The award was presented to Professor Perry 
Bartlett by Mr Michael Choi MP, Parliamen-
tary Secretary for Natural Resources, Mines and 
Energy, and Trade and Investment Queensland.

Federal visit State focus

Above: Recipients of  the 2010 QETI awards. 
(Professor Perry Bartlett in cream jacket).  

Right: (L-R) Dr Dhanisha Jhaveri, Dr Daniel 
Blackmore, Mr Mark Butler,   

Mr Steven Miles.
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Neuroscientists predict significant progress 
over the next decade or two when it comes to 
identifying the causes and cures for disorders 
such as ageing dementia, depression and schiz-
ophrenia.  Fortunately, the Queensland Brain 
Institute is positioned at the forefront of such 
discovery thanks to strategic partnerships 
established across the globe.

Joint Laboratory Opening

A growing research bond between the 
neuroscience communities of China and 
Queensland culminated in the opening at QBI 
in September of the world-first Joint Laboratory 
of Neuroscience and Cognition with the 
Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS) Institute of 
Biophysics (IBP) in Beijing. A second opening 
took place in November at the IBP.

The laboratory is underpinned by a $1 million 
National and International Research Alliances 
Program (NIRAP) grant from the Queensland 
Government, which brings together researchers 
from QBI, Griffith University, IBP as well as the 
Chinese Academy of Sciences’ Institute of 
Psychology.

The aim of the program is to identify the key 
mechanisms regulating brain plasticity and to 
translate this understanding into promoting 
normal functions such as learning, memory and 
cognition, as well as ameliorating diseases such 
as dementia, depression, schizophrenia and 
neurotrauma.

“Beijing’s expertise in fruit fly behaviour and 
research, along with high resolution, functional 
magnetic resonance imaging facilities, aligns 
closely with our own,” says Professor Perry 
Bartlett.

“Over the next decade or two, this part of 
the world, and China in particular, will play a 
leading role in making discoveries in the area of 
biological science.”

Research Alliances

A second exciting alliance with researchers in 
China was formed in June 2010 with colleagues 
at the Shanghai Changzheng Hospital at the 
Second Military Medical University.

The Memorandum of Understanding 
establishing the alliance was signed by Professor 
Perry Bartlett, with Queensland Treasurer 
Andrew Fraser present, during Queensland Week 
at the World Expo being held in China.  

It underpins the development of a Human Neu-
rogenetics Research Program which aims to 
improve therapeutic outcomes for neurological 
diseases such as motor neuron disease (MND), 
schizophrenia and epilepsy.

“This is a wonderfully unique opportunity for 
us to collaborate with outstanding clinical 
researchers at the Shanghai Changzheng 
Hospital, to uncover the genetic basis of a range 
of devastating brain diseases,” Professor Bartlett 
says. 

Meanwhile, a nano-neuroscience collabora-
tion with colleagues at Fudan University is 
progressing well.

The collaboration aims to develop a more 
efficient drug delivery system based on a novel 
class of hybrid inorganic neuroparticles.  

A further bilateral agreement with Ludwig-Maxi-
milians-Universität (LMU) in München, Germany, 
was established in October 2010.

This has resulted in the planning of a joint 
symposium to be held at QBI in 2011, which will be 
attended by researchers from the Munich Centre 
for Neuroscience (MCN), a virtual centre in which 
several faculties of LMU and other Munich-based 
research centres participate to enable integrated, 
interdisciplinary neuroscience.

The Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with 
the Institute of Neuroscience (ION) in Shanghai, 
also a Chinese Academy of Sciences Institute, 
was extended for a further five years.  This has 
proved to be a most successful collaboration, 
with regular exchange of staff and students 
which enhance the research programs and have 
culminated in a number of joint publications.

Right Top: Bart van Alphen (white coat) talks with  Professor Jinghai Li Vice-President Chinese Academy of Sciences in the laboratory during the  
opening of the QBI-IBP Laboratory of Neuroscience and Cognition at QBI. Below right: Queensland Treasurer Andrew Fraser witnessed the signing of 

the research agreement between QBI and the Second Military Medical University
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QBI’s community outreach program is 
designed to engage people interested 
in discovering more about neurological 
disorders.  The program’s success is proof of 
the public’s thirst to learn more about the 
latest developments in this area of research.

In addition to regular tours through QBI’s 
world-class facilities, the Institute’s researchers 
frequently conduct lectures, talks and discussions 
that are the anchor of the outreach program.  
This interaction – in libraries, bookstores, schools, 
hospitals and other community settings across 
the country – has continually proven beneficial 
for the public and scientists alike.

As the community learns more about the 
research being conducted at QBI, the lectures 
provide an unparalleled opportunity for 
scientists to meet people who, in many cases, 
know someone affected by a neurological 
condition.  Engaging with people who will 
potentially benefit from QBI’s research in the 
longer term provides an additional impetus for 
the neuroscientists to advance their work.

In 2010, QBI’s researchers were involved in 
more than 35 outreach events, including:

The University of Queensland’s Centenary 
Open Day in April attracted more than 300 
people to the Institute to view our state-of-the-
art facilities and learn more about our research

Dr Michael Piper spoke to members 
of Probus in Albany Creek

Professor John McGrath updated members 
of the Mental Illness Fellowship of Queensland 
on the latest in schizophrenia research

Dr Judith Reinhard presented a talk to the 
Logan West Library on her research with bees 

Assoc. Professor Helen Cooper and Drs 
Darryl Eyles, Judith Reinhard, Daniel 
Blackmore and Randal Moldrich 
presented a neuroscience symposium 
at Embiggen Bookstore in Noosaville

Dr Francois Windels delivered a talk on  
QBI’s research to the Friends of Ipswich Library

Dr Adam Hamlin delivered a lecture at the 
University of the Third Age Winter School

Dr Elizabeth Coulson gave a presentation 
on her work in Alzheimer’s disease 
to the VIEW Club at Chapel Hill

 

Image right: Young medical students attend  
a QBI information evening.
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out-smart, out-think, out-last 

Established in 2006 to spark high school 
students’ interest in pursuing careers in 
neuroscience, the Australian Brain Bee 
Challenge (ABBC) went from strength to 
strength in 2010.  With neurological and 
mental illness accounting for almost half of the 
total disease burden in Australia, QBI views the 
ABBC as one way of attracting the best young 
minds to consider research careers.

A record number of 4,526 Year 10 students 
from all around Australia and New Zealand 
participated in the 2010 competition, taking 
the cumulative total number of participants 
since the inception of the Challenge to 18,587.  
Designed to test students’ knowledge about a 
range of topics, including intelligence, memory, 
emotions, sleep, Alzheimer’s disease and stroke, 
the ABBC is the country’s largest neuroscience 
competition.  It is affiliated with the International 
Brain Bee (IBB), where the Australian and New 
Zealand Champions have the opportunity to 
compete after their National win. 

The National Finals were held at the annual 
Australian Neuroscience Society (ANS) meeting 
in Auckland.  After a nail-biting two days of 
competition, the 2010 Australian winner was Ben 
Thompson from Canberra Grammar School, now 
studying at Narrabundah College, with Rachael 
Wiltshire from Samuel Marsden Collegiate 
School crowned as the New Zealand Champion.  
In July 2011, Ben and Rachael will compete at 
the International Brain Bee Challenge being 

held in Florence, Italy, during the International 
Brain Research Organisation World Congress of 
Neuroscience.

Development of an ABBC Alumni program, 
designed to keep students connected to fellow 
alumni, organisers and, of course, the newest 
advances in neuroscience, will be a focus for 
2011.  Already, many former ABBC competitors 
have taken up neuroscience careers within QBI.  
These include James Nightingale, Courtney 
Landers,  Katelin Haynes, Sophie Hill, Casey 
Linton and Kristy Butler.  Results such as this 
demonstrate that the ABBC is achieving its 
goals of stimulating and supporting students’ 
fascination with science, and encouraging their 
continued interest throughout their higher 
education and careers.

Left: 2010 ABBC winner Mr Ben Thompson.  
Above: Brain Bee competitors in the running.
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The Queensland Brain Institute boasts more than 
280 dedicated investigators working to elicit the 
fundamental mechanisms that regulate brain 
function.  QBI researchers consistently shine in the 
neuroscience community, representing the Institute 
on a number of pivotal scientific organisations and 
serving on prestigious editorial boards.  QBI’s track 
record in terms of publications, grants and awards 
further attests to the high standard of research 
being undertaken with the aim of discovering the 
fundamental mechanisms regulating brain function.
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Assoc. Professor Stephen Williams  
in the laboratory.
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Above: Professor David Vaney, President of the Australian Neuroscience Society (ANS), presents the 
2010 Nina Kondelos Prize to Professor Linda Richards at the Annual Meeting of the ANS.  

Below: Professor Bryan Mowry is presented with the 2010 Schering-Plough award.

2010 Nina Kondelos Prize

Developing Research

Professor Linda Richards was recognised for 
her research into how the brain develops 
before birth with the 2010 Nina Kondelos 
Prize at the annual meeting of the Australian 
Neuroscience Society (ANS) in January. 

The Nina Kondelos Prize is presented to a female 
neuroscientist for their outstanding contribution 
to basic or clinical research.  

“Linda has made a considerable mark in Australian 
neuroscience in the six years since she returned 
to the country,” said QBI’s Professor David Vaney, 
President of the ANS at the time the prize was 
presented.  

QBI PhD students Dana Bradford and Ben Sivyer 
were also recognised at the ANS conference in 
2010, winning two of the five student poster 
prizes as part of the Sir Grafton Elliot-Smith 
Award.  

This was the second remarkable double achieved 
by the pair, who had both been awarded an 
Istvan Törk Prize for the best oral presentation 
by a Student Member of the ANS at the previous 
annual meeting in Canberra.

In relation to the poster prize, Dr Bradford says, 
“It was great to see a friend win the same award – 
even if it did mean sharing the cash.”

Boycott Prize

Eyes on the Prize

Visual neuroscientist Professor David 
Vaney received the 2010 Boycott Prize for 
career achievement in the field of retinal 
neuroscience.

The award, presented by Professor Vaney’s 
colleagues at the FASEB Summer Research 
Conference on Retinal Neurobiology, recognises 
his research on visual processing in the retina.

“The retina has been described as nature’s 
brain slice because its structure and function 
remain largely intact when studied in isolation,” 
Professor Vaney explains.

“Many discoveries first made in the retina were 
later shown to apply to other parts of the central 
nervous system.”

Professor Perry Bartlett said it was an honour for 
Professor Vaney to be the first researcher from 
Australia to receive this prize, and its first sole 
recipient.

The Boycott Prize was a fitting tribute for 
Professor Vaney, who has played a leading 
role in neuroscience research, including a 
two-year term as the President of the Australian 
Neuroscience Society. 

Schering-Plough Senior  
Research Award

Rewarding Research 

Two decades after he began researching the 
causes of schizophrenia, Professor Bryan 
Mowry has been rewarded for his efforts.

The psychiatric geneticist received the 2010 
Schering-Plough Senior Research Award for his 
work to identify the genes that make people 
susceptible to developing schizophrenia and for 
investigating the illness’ genetic complexities.

“It’s a great honour to receive this award,” says 
Professor Mowry.

“It will hopefully engender, encourage and 
facilitate a deeper interest in research, especially 
among the younger generation of psychiatrists.”

The judging panel from the Royal Australian 
and New Zealand College of Psychiatrists, which 
presented the award, said it was “thrilled” to 
recognise Professor Mowry as a joint winner with 
Professor Ashley Bush from the Mental Health 
Research Institute of Victoria.

QBI Director Professor Perry Bartlett congratu-
lated Bryan on the accolade. 

“It's well-deserved recognition for his dedicated 
work in this field,” he says.
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Right: Dr Massimo Hilliard in the laboratory

UQ Research Excellence Awards

QBI Shines

The Queensland Brain Institute has again proven 
it is a rising star, with two of 11 University of 
Queensland Research Excellence Awards being 
presented to QBI researchers in 2010.

Dr Massimo Hilliard was recognised for his project 
aimed at understanding nerve regeneration in 
the roundworm Caenorhabditis elegans, which 
could eventually enable scientists to rebuild 
connections in the nervous system after injury.

“This prestigious recognition comes as a strong 
motivation to our commitment to do good 
science and make important discoveries,” says 
Dr Hilliard.

Dr Michael Piper was also rewarded for his 
research studying the genes that regulate stem 
cell differentiation in the embryonic brain, which 
is crucial for development. 

“It’s very humbling to get awards like these, as 
they represent acknowledgement from your 
peers in the scientific community,” says Dr Piper.

According to Professor Perry Bartlett, the raft of 
awards secured in 2010 is further confirmation 
of the outstanding quality of the Institute’s 
research program.

“QBI was extremely successful in snapping up 
these awards – it’s a fantastic achievement,” he 
adds.

Research Fellowships

Funding for Fellows

QBI’s Dr Timothy Bredy has received a 
coveted Australian Research Fellowship which 
commenced in January 2010.

His research will determine how the differences 
between male and female brains contribute to 
the formation and maintenance of long-term 
fear memories.

Scientists have already identified that males 
and females remember information in different 
ways – men primarily remember the gist, while 
women focus on the details.  

Dr Bredy said improved understanding of the 
sex-specific differences could unlock the door to 
better treatments.  

“We’d certainly hope to be looking at new 
directions in therapeutic approaches by the end 
of the grant,” he said.  

Meanwhile, QBI Faculty member and the 
Director of UQ’s Centre for Advanced Imaging, 
Professor David Reutens, was awarded an 
NHMRC Practitioner Fellowship.  

The researcher, who uses functional magnetic 
resonance imaging to learn more about 
neurological disorders, will use the five-year 
$500,000 grant to investigate nervous system 
disorders.
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QBI’s commercialisation pipeline continued 
to grow in 2010, with groundbreak-
ing discoveries relating to the treatment 
of glioma brain tumours and botulism 
poisoning.   However, the highlight of the 
year came when an earlier discovery for the 
treatment of neurodegenerative disease was 
licensed to start-up company NuNerve Pty 
Ltd.

Neurodegenerative diseases are characterised 
by the degeneration, and ultimately death, 
of neurons.  In the seven years since QBI's 
inception, researchers have identified factors 
which regulate both neuron survival (Coulson 
Laboratory) and neurogenesis, the production 
of new neurons (Bartlett Laboratory).  The 
biotechnology company NuNerve Pty Ltd 
was successful in raising $2 million and, in the 
first quarter of 2010, several patent families 
relating to these breakthroughs were licensed 
to the company.  The company’s focus is on 
the development of novel technologies for the 
treatment and prevention of progressive neu-
rodegenerative diseases, particularly motor 
neuron disease (MND) and Alzheimer’s disease.  
In the second half of the year, QBI, partnered 
by NuNerve Pty Ltd, was successful in its bid 

for ARC Linkage funding to further support 
the development of cell survival factors.  With 
NuNerve on board as a partner, we are looking 
forward to further developing these promising 
leads.

Development of a treatment for acute spinal 
cord injury continues in collaboration with 
CSL Limited.  QBI was successful in obtaining 
development funding from the National Health 
and Medical Research Council (NHMRC) to 
support the development of this promising 
protein, EphA4, to treat acute spinal cord injury.  
Last year we completed proof-of-principle 
studies in rats, demonstrating that treatment 
with EphA4 following spinal cord lesion not 
only results in less scarring at the injury site and 
regeneration of the damaged cord, but also in 
recovery of movement.  We hope to progress 
this treatment closer to the clinic in 2011.

QBI’s commercialisation activities are 
supported by UniQuest Pty Limited, the main 
commercialisation company of The University 
of Queensland which provides access to 
commercialisation expertise, processes and 
resources, and its Manager of Innovation and 
Commercial Development, Annita Nugent.

Image right: Neuronal production, in the 
norepinephrine-stimulated adult hippocampal 
neurospheres, was visualized by Thy1-YFP (in 

green) and beta3-tubulin (in red). A fraction of the 
Thy1-YFP positive cell population co-expressed 

both markers.
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calcarifer) brain. Journal of Morphology 271: 1446–1456

Ullmann JFP, Cowin G, Collin SP (2010) 
Quantitative assessment of brain volumes 
in fish: comparison of methodologies. Brain, 
Behavior and Evolution 76: 261-270

Underwood CK, Kurniawan ND, Butler TJ, Cowin 
GJ, Wallace RH (2010) Non-invasive diffusion tensor 
imaging detects white matter degeneration in 
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Okwuonu GO, Pannebakker BA, Pejaver VR. Peng Z, 
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Neurobiology: A Laboratory Manual, eds. Z. 
Zhang, M. R. Freeman, S. Waddell, 411-427.
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Moore RJD, Thurrowgood S, Bland D, Soccol D, 
Srinivasan MV (2010). UAV altitude and attitude 
stabilisation using a coaxial stereo vision system. 
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Stürzl W, Srinivasan MV (2010). Omnidirectional 
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single viewpoint. In OMNIVIS 2010, 1-7. Zaragoa, Spain.
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ANZ Trustees/Mason Foundation 

	 A Hamlin & EJ Coulson. A new animal 

model of Alzheimer’s disease, $48,500 

Australian Research Council  
Discovery Projects

	 Bredy, T.  Epigenetic mechanisms regulating 

sex differences in fear-related learning 

and memory, 2010-2014, $802,830.

	 Harding, A.  Multiscale stochiastic modelling of 

tumour robustness, 2010, $240,000.  [Transferred 

to UQ Diamantina Institute in 2010]

	 Lynch, J. Activation mechanisms of Cys-loop 

ion channel receptors, 2010-2012, $348,000.

	 Paulk, A. Neural mechanisms of attention 

in the honeybee and Drosophila 

melanogaster, 2010-2012, $275,000.

	 van Swinderen, B.  Presynaptic 

mechanisms of general anaethesia in 

the fly brain, 2010-2012, $415,000.

Large Infrastructure and Equipment Grants

	 Reutens, D., Mackay-Sim, A., Bartlett, P., 

Paxinos, G., Halliday, G., Watson, C.  Facilities 

for automated high-throughput slide 

scanning and stereology, 2010, $520,000.

The Cancer Council Victoria 

	 English, D., Eyles, D., Baglietto, L. Vitamin D and 

risk of cancer and mortality in the Melbourne 

Collaborative Cohort Study, 2010-2012.  

$322,339. [Awarded to Dallas English and 

administered by University of Melbourne]

Go8 Australia - Germany Joint Research 
Co-operation scheme, Group of Eight Australia 
- Germany joint research co-operation scheme

	 Mattingley, J., Baumann, O., Greenlee, 

M., Raabe, M.  Visual-Vestibular interaction 

for active navigation and spatial object-

location memory, 2010-2011, $20,000.

Motor Neurone Disease Research Institute 
of Australia Inc., Grants-in-Aid for 
research into motor neurone disease

	 Wallace, R., Blair, I., Mackay-Sim, A., Nicholson, 

G. Identifying genes that are affected by 

MND-causing TDP-43 mutations, 2010.  $38,962. 

National Health and Medical Research Council

PhD Scholarships 

	 Kamien, B. Investigating the genetic 

aetiology of Aicardi syndrome, 

2010-2012. $107,750. [Relinquished] 

	 Morris, J.  The neural basis of the partial reinforce-

ment extinction effect, 2010-2012, $107,750.

	 Simpson, H. Mechanisms of retinotectal 

map development, 2010-2012.  $107,750.

Practitioner Fellowship level 2

	 Reutens, D.  NHMRC Practitioner Fellowship, 

2010-2014.  $504,875. [Transferred to UQ 

Centre for Advanced Imaging in 2010]

Program Grant

	 Lewis, R., Alewood, P., Adams, D., Christie, 

M. Venom peptide modulations of 

pain pathways, 2010-2014.  $6,360,000. 

[Awarded to and administered by UQ 

Institute of Molecular Bioscience]

Project Grants

	 Capon, R., Lynch, J. Developing novel selective 

glycine receptor potentiators as a means to 

control pain, 2010-2012. $533,997. [Administered 

by UQ Institute of Molecular Bioscience]

	 Goodhill, G. Cyclic-nucleotide-de-

pendent regulation of axon guidance 

sensitivity, 2010-2012. $508,500.

	 Hilliard, M. Discovering molecules 

and mechanisms regulating dendrite 

formation, 2010-2012.  $499,500.

	 Hilliard, M. Membrane fusion in 

axonal regeneration: molecules and 

mechanisms, 2010-2012.  $445,125.

	 Meunier, F., Collins, B.  Control of neurose-

cretion by Munc18, 2010-2012.  $475,125.

	 Meunier, F. Modulating neuronal secretion by 

the PI3-kinase pathway, 2010-2012.  $498,500.

	 Mowry, B., Holliday, E. Identifying eQTLs 

and endophenotyping known CNVs in a 

large Australian schizophrenia sample, 

2010-2012.  $876,750. [Awarded to UQ School 

of Medicine but transferred to QBI]

	 Mowry, B., Thara, R., Jorde, L. Nyholt, D. 

Studying the molecular basis of schizophre-

nia in a large, globally competitive Indian 

sample, 2010-2014. $945,563. [Awarded to UQ 

School of Medicine but transferred to QBI]

	 Osborne, S. The neuronal PIKfyve complex 

regulates neurotransmission and neuro-

degeneration, 2010-2013. $359,750.

	 Richards, L. DCC-Robo interactions 

cooperate to regulate callosal axon 

guidance, 2010-2012. $369,750.

	 Richards, L., Rubenstein, J.  Fibroblast growth 

factors in the development of forebrain 

commissures, 2010-2012. $480,125.

Queensland State Government

National and International Research Alliances Program

	 Bartlett, P. Utilising brain plasticity 

to promote function and ameliorate 

disease, 2010-2013. $100,000.

Smart Futures PhD scholarship

	 Panwar, A. Molecular genetics of Motor 

Neuron Disease, 2010-2012.  $24,000.

Queensland International Fellowship Program

	 Cunnington, R.  The planning and readiness 

for voluntary movement, 2010-2011.  $18,500.

	 Flatscher-Bader, T. Abberations in the genome of 

offspring born to older fathers, 2010-2011.  $15,000.

Smart Futures Fellowship Level 2

	 Vukovic, J.  Reversing the cognitive 

decline associated with age-related 

dementia, 2010-2013.  $150,000.
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Nicola Marks at work in the laboratory.
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The Queensland Brain Institute conducts a 
weekly seminar program giving neuroscien-
tists an opportunity to learn more about the 
latest developments, often before research is 
published.  The series is designed to challenge 
researchers in their thinking, promote 
excellence through the exchange of ideas and 
lead to future collaborations in neuroscience.  

Dr Derek Arnold
School of Psychology, The University of Queensland

Retinal motion generates conflicting visual signals

Dr Richard Anderson
Department of Anatomy and Cell Biology, 

The University of Melbourne

Enteric neural crest cell migration

Dr Guy Barry
Queensland Brain Institute,  

The University of Queensland

Transcriptional control of embryonic 

hippocampal development

Dr Oliver Baumann
Queensland Brain Institute,  

The University of Queensland

Behavioural and neural correlates of 

human spatial navigation

Professor Tim Bliss
National Institute for Medical Research, London, UK

LTP: past and future

Dr Sarah Caddick
The Gatsby Charitable Foundation 

Peter Goodenough Memorial Lecture 2010 

Philanthropy and the brain: making connections

Professor Bruce Carter
Vanderbilt University Medical School, USA

Mechanisms of neuronal and phagocytic clearance 

in the developing peripheral nervous system

Professor Jim Cohen
King’s College London, UK

Border controls at the developing spinal cord

Ms Stacey Cole
Queensland Brain Institute,  

The University of Queensland

The role of Neogenin during neurogenesis 

and migration in the embryonic forebrain

Assoc. Professor Helen Cooper
Queensland Brain Institute, 

The University of Queensland

Diverse roles for guidance receptors 

in CNS development 

Ms Amber-Lee Donahoo
Queensland Brain Institute,  

The University of Queensland

Molecular mechanisms regulating the 

development of the corpus callosum

Dr Kenji Doya
Okinawa Institute of Science and Technology, Japan

Temporal discounting and serotonin

Professor Sarah Dunlop
School of Animal Biology, University 

of Western Australia

Translating basic science into clinical 

trials for spinal cord injury

Professor G. Bard Ermentrout
University of Pittsburgh, USA

When the noise is the signal: stochastic 

synchrony in olfaction

Professor Richard Evans
The University of Leicester, UK

Extracellular ATP as a transmitter; physi-

ological role, regulation and molecular 

pharmacology of P2X1 receptors

Assoc. Professor Jean-Marc Fellous
University of Arizona, USA

Evidence for the involvement of the dopaminergic 

system in post-traumatic stress disorder

Dr Tom Fothergill
Queensland Brain Institute,  

The University of Queensland

Regulating axon attraction and repulsion at the 

midline during corpus callosum development

Professor Giovani Galizia
University of Konstanz, Germany

Honeybee odor coding and learning costs – 

neural networks and circadian intelligence

Professor Geoffrey Goodhill
Queensland Brain  Institute,  

The University of Queensland

How do axons detect and respond 

to molecular gradients?

Professor Jürgen Götz
Brain and Mind Research Institute, University of Sydney

Modelling Alzheimer’s disease – To be a 

baptist, a tauist or a baptised tauist

Dr Jake Gratten
Queensland Statistical Genetics Laboratory, 

Queensland Institute of Medical Research

Statistical genetics for neurobiologists: 

what can we learn from sheep?

Professor Benedikt Gröthe
Ludwig-Maximilian University of Munich, Germany

Sound localization in mammals: unexpected 

mechanisms, unexpected dynamics

Ms Lauren Harms
Queensland Brain Institute,  

The University of Queensland

Effects of developmental vitamin D deficiency 

on brain development and behaviour in mice

Dr Julian Heng
Australian Regenerative Medicine Institute 

(ARMI), Monash University

Gene expression during brain development and disease

Mr Jonathan Hunt
Queensland Brain Institute,  

The University of Queensland

Patterns, preferences and the primary visual cortex

Professor Judy Illes
The University of British Columbia, Canada

Advanced neuroimaging:  ethical, social and legal 

challenges for basic research and clinical translation
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Professor Nancy Ip
The Hong Kong University of Science 

& Technology, Hong Kong

From understanding neural plasticity to 

discovery of novel neuroactive compounds

Dr Dhanisha Jhaveri
Queensland Brain Institute,  

The University of Queensland

Mechanisms underlying neurogenic and anti-

depressant actions of norepinephrine

Professor Kozo Kaibuchi
Graduate School of Medicine, Nagoya University, Japan

DISC1 acts as a cargo adapter for neuronal 

transport of specific proteins and mRNAs

Professor Nigel Laing
Centre for Medical Research, University of 

Western Australia, and Western Australian 

Institute for Medical Research (WAIMR)

Gene discovery, pathobiology, therapy and 

research translation in genetic muscle diseases

Professor Julio Licinio
John Curtin School of Medical Research, 

Australian National University

Approaches to pharmacogenomics: The cases 

of monogenetic and polygenic diseases

Professor Andreas Lüthi
Friedrich Miescher Institute for 

Biomedical Research, Switzerland

Defining the neuronal circuitry of fear

Mr Timothy Lynagh
Queensland Brain Institute,  

The University of Queensland

Ivermectin: a successful antipara-

sitic drug and a neuroscience tool

Dr Marie Manglesdorf
Queensland Brain Institute,  

The University of Queensland

The genetics of motor neuron disease: 

identifying new candidate genes

Dr Christine Mitchell
School of Biomedical Sciences, Monash University

Emerging role for the inositol polyphosphate 

5-phosphatases in embryonic development

Professor Fujio Murakami
Osaka University, Japan

Intracortical migration of GABAergic 

interneurons and morphological changes 

during early stages of maturation

Professor John O’Keefe
University College London, UK

How the hippocampal cognitive map develops

Professor Noriko Osumi 
Tohoku University School of Medicine, Japan

Asymmetrical inheritance of Cyclin D2 and 

fate determination of neuroepithelial cells

Professor Christos Pantelis
Melbourne Neuropsychiatry Centre, 

The University of Melbourne

Understanding brain changes in early psychosis: 

a brain maturational perspective

Assoc. Professor Steven Petrou
Howard Florey Institute and The Centre for 

Neuroscience, The University of Melbourne

Functional origins in genetic epilepsies

Professor Michael Pierce
University of Georgia, USA

Specific glycans are markers for stem and neural cell 

differentiation and regulate the tumor initiating cell 

compartment of her-2-induced mammary tumors

Professor Linda Richards
Queensland Brain Institute & School of Biomedical 

Sciences, The University of Queensland 

Regulation of midline glial development by 

nuclear factor one genes in the cerebral cortex

Professor Perminder Sachdev
School of Psychiatry, University of New South Wales

Yipping tiger and other tales from 

the neuropsychiatric clinic

Ms Sumiti Saharan
Queensland Brain Institute,  

The University of Queensland

Modulation of adult mammalian 

neurogenesis by Sirtuin1 proteins

Professor Charles Schwartz
Greenwood Genetic Center, Greenwood S.C. USA

The landscape of x-linked intellectual 

disability:  dilemmas and insights

Dr Quenten Schwarz
Centre for Cancer Biology, Adelaide

Neuronal migration in the CNS and PNS

Dr Alex Sykes
Queensland Brain Institute,  

The University of Queensland

Evidence for a new model of the TrkA and 

p75NTR high-affinity NGF receptor complex

Assoc. Professor Shubha Tole
Tata Institute of Fundamental Research, India

Creating the cortex and the hippocampal organizer

Assoc. Professor Ann Turnley
Centre for Neuroscience, The University of Melbourne

Regulation of neuronal differentiation 

and neurite outgrowth by suppressor of 

cytokine signalling 2 (SOCS2)

Dr Vidita Vaidya
Tata Institute of Fundamental Research, India

Neurobiology of depression: role for Alpha2 

adrenoceptors and 5-HT2 receptors

Dr Margie Wright
Genetic Epidemiology, Molecular Epidemiology and 

Queensland Statistical Genetics Laboratories, QIMR

Neuroimaging genetics, finding genes 

for brain function and dysfunction
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Perry Bartlett
-	 Centre for Brain Research, University of 

Auckland Scientific Advisory Board Member 

-	 Garvan Institute of Medical Research, University 
of New South Wales Scientific Appointments 
and Promotions Committee Member

-	 Motor Neurone Disease Research Institute of 
Australia Research Committee Member

-	 National Health and Medical Research 
Council (NHMRC) Chair, Career Development 
Awards Biomedical Panel 2

-	 SpinalCure Australia Director and 
Scientific Board Chairman

-	 Research Australia Limited Board of Directors

Timothy Bredy
-	 NHMRC Project Grant Review Panellist

Thomas Burne
-	 Australasian Society for Psychiatric Research 

Committee Queensland Representative  

Charles Claudianos
-	 International Union for the Study of 

Social Insects Meeting Chair

Helen Cooper
-	 Brisbane Chapter of the American 

Society for Neuroscience, President

-	 Australian Huntington's Disease 
Association, QBI representative 

-	 Australian Neuroscience Society Scientific 
Program Advisory Committee Member

-	 University of Queensland  ERA cluster for 
Biomedical and Health Sciences Member

Elizabeth Coulson
-	 Australian Brain Bee Challenge (ABBC) 

Northern Territory Coordinator

-	  Australian Neuroscience Society 
National Council Member

-	  Fredreichs Ataxia Research Association 
Scientific Advisory Committee Member

-	 NHMRC Project Grant Review Panellist

 

Ross Cunnington
-	 Australasian Society for  

Psychophysiology, Secretary

Darryl Eyles
-	 NHMRC Grants Review Panel Member

-	 Biological Psychiatry Australia, Committee member

John Kelly
-	 National Collaborative Research Infrastructure 

Strategy Imaging Facilities Board Member

Joe Lynch
-	 Australian Course in Advanced Neuroscience 

Scientific Program Advisory Group Member

-	 Australian Physiological Society National Secretary

Justin Marshall
-	 Australian Coral Reef Society Council 

and Immediate Past President

-	 Heron Island Research Station Steering Committee

-	 Honorary board member of ProjectAWARE

-	 Advisory Board for Ocean  

Reconnaissance Conservation Association - USA

Jason Mattingley
-	 Australian Academy of Science National 

Committee for Brain and Mind Member

John McGrath
-	 Schizophrenia International Research 

Society Board member

-	 Orygen Youth Health Research Centre 
Research Committee Member

-	 International Society for Translational 
Medicine Committee Member

-	 Australian Schizophrenia Research 
Bank Access Committee Member

-	 Ernst Strüngmann Forum on  
Schizophrenia Program Advisory Committee

-	 Schizophrenia Research Institute 
Scientific Advisory Committee

-	 NHMRC Grant Review Panel Member

Frederic Meunier
-	 Multiple Sclerosis Australia  

Review Panel

Judith Reinhard
-	 Australasian Association for Chemosensory 

Science, Council Member 2010

David Reutens
-	 NHMRC Academy Member

Linda Richards
-	 Australian Brain Bee Challenge National Coordinator

-	 NHMRC Project Grant Review Panellist

-	 Australian Research Council (ARC) Oz Reader

 Pankaj Sah

-	 Australian Course in Advanced Neuroscience 
Management Committee

-	 Neurosciences Australia Integrative Neuroscience 
Facility Scientific Advisory Committee Member

-	 Multiple Sclerosis Australia  

Review Panel

Mandyam Srinivasan

-	 ARC Network on Intelligent Sensors 
and Sensor Networks for Information 
Processing Advisory Board Member

-	 Australian Academy of Science Sectional 
Committee on Applied Physical and 
Engineering Sciences Member

-	 ARC Excellence in Research Council 
(ERA) Committee Member, Biological 
Sciences and Biotechnology Panel

David Vaney
-	 Australian Course in Advanced Neuroscience, 

Management Committee Member

-	 Australian Neuroscience Society, Past-President

Robyn Wallace
-	 NHRMC Postgraduate scholarship panel member.
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Acta Physiologica Sinica 
Perry Bartlett, Editorial Board

Acta Psychiatrica Scandinavica 
John McGrath, Editorial Board

Advances in Artificial Neural Systems 
Mandyam Srinivasan, Editorial Board

Australian and New Zealand Journal of Psychiatry  
John McGrath, Editorial Board

BioMedCentral (BMC) Psychiatry  
John McGrath, Editorial Board

BMC Physiology 
Pankaj Sah, Editorial Board

Brain and Cognition 
Jason Mattingley, Editorial Board

Channels 
Pankaj Sah, Editorial Board

Clinical Schizophrenia and Related Psychoses 
John McGrath, Editorial Board

Cognitive Neuropsychiatry Psychology Press 
John McGrath, Editorial Board

Cortex 
Jason Mattingley, Assoc. Editor

Current Neuropharmacology 

Frederic Meunier, Editorial Board

Cognitive Neuroscience 

Jason Mattingley, Editorial Board

Developmental Dynamics 

Linda Richards, Editorial Board

Developmental Neurobiology 

Perry Bartlett, Editorial Board

Developmental Neuroscience 

Perry Bartlett, Editorial Board

Frontiers in Cellular Neuroscience 

Stephen Williams, Assoc. Editor

Frontiers in Molecular Neuroscience 

Joe Lynch, Editorial Board

Frontiers of Molecular Psychiatry 
John McGrath, Editorial Board

Frontiers in Neural Circuits 

Stephen Williams, Assoc. Editor

Frontiers in Neurogenesis 

Perry Bartlett, Assoc. Editor 

Linda Richards, Editorial Board

Genes 

Bryan Mowry, Editorial Board

Growth Factors 

Helen Cooper, Editorial Board

Hippocampus 

Pankaj Sah, Editorial Board

International Journal of Developmental Neuroscience 

Perry Bartlett, Editorial Board

International Journal of Biochemistry  
and Molecular Biology 

Joe Lynch, Editorial Board

Journal of Applied Clinical Pediatrics 

Robyn Wallace, Editorial Board

Journal of Attention Disorders 

Mark Bellgrove, Editorial Board

Journal of Biological Chemistry 

Joe Lynch, Editorial Board

Journal of Comparative Neurology 

David Vaney, Editorial Board

Journal of Comparative Physiology A 

Mandyam Srinivasan, Editorial Advisory Board

Journal of Neurochemistry 

Frederic Meunier, Handling Editor

Journal of Neurophysiology 

Pankaj Sah, Assoc. Editor

Journal of Neuroscience 

Pankaj Sah, Editorial Board

Journal of Neuroscience Methods 

Stephen Williams, Editorial Board

Journal of Neuroscience Research 

Perry Bartlett, Editorial Board

LabSuite Brain Navigator 

David Reutens, Editorial Board

Network: Computation in Neural Systems 

Geoffrey Goodhill, Editor-in-Chief

Neural Circuits and Systems 

Geoffrey Goodhill, Editorial Board

Neural Computation 

Geoffrey Goodhill, Assoc. Editor

Neural Development 

Perry Bartlett, Editorial Board

Neural Plasticity 

Pankaj Sah, Editorial Board

Neurocase 

Jason Mattingley, Editorial Board

Neuropsychologia 
Jason Mattingley, Editorial Advisory Board

Neuroscience Research 

Perry Bartlett, Editorial Board

Neurosignals 

Perry Bartlett, Editorial Board 

Linda Richards, Editorial Board

PLoS Biology 

Mandyam Srinivasan, Editorial Board

PLoS ONE 

Thomas Burne, Academic Editor 

Justin Marshall, Academic Editor 

Frederic Meunier, Academic Editor 

Bruno van Swinderen, Academic Editor 

Bryan Mowry, Academic Editor

Psychiatric Genetics 

Bryan Mowry, Editorial Board  

Revista Brasileira de Psiquiatria, Associação  
Brasileira de Psiquiatris 

John McGrath, Editorial Board

Schizophrenia Bulletin 

John McGrath, Editorial Board

Schizophrenia Research 

John McGrath, Editorial Board

Stem Cell Research 

Perry Bartlett, Editorial Board

Stroke Research and Treatment 

David Reutens, Editorial Board

Translational Psychiatry 

John McGrath, Editorial Board

Yonsei Medical Journal 

Perry Bartlett, Editorial Advisory Board
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Thomas Burne
-	 UQ Animal Ethics Committee

Helen Cooper
-	 University of Queensland, Faculty of Science local 

confirmation and promotions committee (Levels A-D)

-	 University of Queensland Biosafety Committee

Elizabeth Coulson
-	 UQ Research Higher Degree Committee

Ian Duncan
-	 Corporate Information Sub-Committee

-	 Phoenix Program Steering Committee

-	 UQ Information Technology Consultative Group Chair

Geoffrey Goodhill
-	 UQ Excellence in Research for 

Australia Steering Committee

-	 UQ RHD Committee

John Kelly
-	 UQ Biological Resources Steering Committee

-	 UQ Research Infrastructure and 

Facilities Working Group

Joe Lynch
-	 UQ Masters of Neuroscience Program Coordinator

Justin Marshall
-	 UQ Research Station Steering Committee 

Frederic Meunier
-	 UQ Radiation Health and Safety Committee

Linda Richards
-	 UQ Biological Resources Animal 

Users Committee Chair

Pankaj Sah
-	 UQ Research Committee

Clare Seaman
-	 UQ Occupational Health and Safety Council

Robyn Wallace
-	 UQ Animal Ethics Committee
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Director, 
Queensland Brain Institute
Professor Perry Bartlett

Deputy Director (Research) 
Professor Pankaj Sah

Deputy Director (Operations)
John Kelly

Director,  
Centre for Advanced Imaging
Professor David Reutens

Faculty
Assoc. Professor Mark Bellgrove
Dr Timothy Bredy
Dr Thomas Burne (Adjunct
Appointment)
Dr Charles Claudianos
Assoc. Professor Helen Cooper
Dr Elizabeth Coulson*
Assoc. Professor Ross Cunnington
Dr Darryl Eyles (Adjunct
Appointment)
Dr Louise Faber
Professor Geoffrey Goodhill
Dr Massimo Hilliard
Professor Joe Lynch
Professor Justin Marshall
Professor Jason Mattingley
Professor John McGrath (Adjunct
Appointment)
Assoc. Professor Frederic Meunier
Professor Bryan Mowry (Adjunct
Appointment)

Mr Geoffrey Osborne
Dr Judith Reinhard
Professor Linda Richards
Professor Mandyam Srinivasan
Assoc. Professor Bruno van
Swinderen
Professor David Vaney
Dr Robyn Wallace
Assoc. Professor Stephen Williams
Professor Huji Xu (Began Sep)

* Promoted to Assoc. Professor, 
effective 01 January 2011

University of Queensland Affiliates
Professor Andrew Boyd
Professor Matthew Brown
Professor Chen Chen
Professor Shaun Collin
Professor Wayne Hall
Professor Ottmar Lipp
Professor Daniel Markovich
Dr Sean Millard 
Dr Peter Noakes
Dr Marc Ruitenberg
Dr Ethan Scott
Professor Peter Silburn
Professor Walter Thomas
Dr Guy Wallis
Professor Janet Wiles

Adjunct Appointments
Dr Marta Bortoletto (began 
September)
Dr James Crane (began July)
Dr Andrew Delaney (began July)
Dr Geoffery Ericksson

Dr Robert Hester
Professor Brent Reynolds

Conjoint Appointments
Dr Lawrence Sanjay Nandam

Honorary Professors
Professor David Adams
Professor Mary Galea
Professor Dexter Irvine
Professor Tianzi Jiang
Professor Gisela Kaplan (began July)
Professor Nicholas Martin (began 
June)
Professor Hideyuki Okana
Professor Lesley Rogers (began July)
Professor Seong-Seng Tan
Professor Charles Watson
Professor Huji Xu (began July, finished 
August)

Honorary Research Consultant
Assoc. Professor Christine Wells

Industry Fellows
Professor David Gearing

Postdoctoral Fellows 
Dr Natalie Alexopoulos
Dr Daniel Angus
Dr Eleonora Autuori (began July)
Dr David Ball
Dr Guy Barry 
Dr Denis Bauer (began April)
Dr Oliver Baumann
Dr Daniel Blackmore

Dr Dana Bradford (began September)
Dr Arne Brombas (began March)
Dr Stanley Chan (finished August)
Dr Meiyun Chang-Smith 
Dr Min Chen (began February)
Dr Allen Cheung
Dr Tsyr-Huei Chiou
Dr Robert Colvin
Dr James Crane (finished June)
Dr Alexandre Cristino
Dr Xiaoying Cui
Dr Tarrant Cummins (began 
November)
Dr Angela Dean
Dr Andrew Delaney (finished July)
Dr Kirsty Dixon (began April)
Dr Kevin Dudley (began April)
Dr Richard Faville (began May)
Dr Traute Flatscher-Bader
Dr Isabel Formella
Dr Thomas Fothergill
Dr Kerstin Fritsches (began January, 
finished September)
Dr Jacob Gratten (began May)
Dr Adam Hamlin
Dr Angus Harding (finished August)
Dr Jill Harris
Dr Ziarih Hawi (began March)
Dr Julia Hocking (finished May)
Dr Martin How
Dr Matthew Ireland (finished May)
Dr Dhanisha Jhaveri
Dr Vilija Jokubaitis (began March)
Dr Marianne Keller (finished January)
Dr Angelo Keramidas (began March)
Dr Benjamin Kottler (began March)

Dr David Kvaskoff (began June)
Mr Nikolai Liebsch
Ms Tien Luu
Dr Marie Mangelsdorf
Dr Sally Marshall (began March)
Dr Vikki Marshall (began April)
Dr Natasha Matthews
Dr Dusan Matusica (began February)
Dr Michael Milford (finished February)
Dr Randal Moldrich
Dr Pascal Molenbergh
Dr Duncan Mortimer
Dr Brent Neumann
Dr Tam Nguyen
Dr Cathrin Nourse
Dr Shona Osborne
Dr Angelique Paulk
Dr Vincenzo Pignatelli
Dr Michael Piper
Dr John Power
Dr Zlatko Pujic
Dr Martin Sale (began February)
Dr Qiang Shan
Dr Benjamin Sivyer (began March)
Dr Jay Spampanato
Dr Mark Spanevello
Dr Peter Stratton
Dr Robert Sullivan
Dr Jinjun Sun (began May, finished 
November)
Dr Alex Sykes (finished April)
Dr Chanel Taylor (began July)

Research Assistants
Suzanne Alexander
John Baisden
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Danay Baker-Andressen (began 
September)
Debra Black (finished July)
Daniel Bland
Natalie Bland
Clement Bonini (began August)
Catherine Bryant (finished July)
Tim Butler
Sean Coakley (finished June)
Dr Carlos Magalhaes Coelho
Emma Collier-Baker (began July)
Tarrant Cummins (finished November)
Dr Joanne Daniels (began March, 
finished September)
Oliver Evans (finished May)
Cheryl Filippich
Brett Fisher (finished July)
Kathryn French (finished May)
Kelly Garner (began March)
Alan Goldizen
Rachel Gormal
Kylie Greig (began March)
Nivetha Gunasekaran (began June)
Justine Haddrill
Melanie Havler (finished March)
Sophie Hill
Georg Kerbler
Robert Kerr (finished June)
James Kesby
Leonie Kirszenblat
Diana Kleine 
Pauline Ko
Tamara Koudijs (finished April)
Beatrice Large (finished August)
Casey Linton 
Erica Little (finished August)

Pei-Yun Liu (began November)
David Lloyd 
Poh-Lynn Low (began January)
Eirinn Mackay (finished June)
Timothy Martin
Eva McClure (began October)
Eliza Middleton (finished May)
Rebecca Morely (began October)
Deborah Nertney (began June)
Estella Newcombe
Katherine Noakes (finished March)
Nickless Palstra
Thomas Pollak (finished March)
Kalpana Patel (began April)
Divya Pattabiraman
Matthew Pelekanos
Thomas Pollak 
Gregory Robinson (began September)
Janelle Scown (finished August)
Petra Sedlak
Henry Simila
Heather Smith
Dean Soccol
Sophie Tajouri
Andrew Thompson
Saul Thurrowgood
Katherine Truong (began July)
Karly Turner
Joseph Wagner
Dianne Walker
William Warhurst (began March)
Wei Wei
Simon Weiler (began May, finished 
August)
Peter Wen (began December)

Oressia Zalucki (finished October)

Students
Samuel Baker (began March)
Danay Baker-Andressen (began 
December)
Jessica Barnes
Anna Bode (began December)
Danakai Bradford (finished August)
Kathleen Cato (finished August)
Conor Champ
Charlotte Clark
Sean Coakley (began June)
Lavinia Codd
Hayley Cox
Peter Curby
Melissa de Vries
Christine Dixon
Amber-Lee Donahoo
Jiaxin Du
Ranmalee Eramudugolla (began 
February)
Claire Foldi
Clare Giacomantonio
Ilan Gobius
Helen Gooch
Veronika Halasz (began February)
Lu Han
Lauren Harms (finished November)
Callista Harper (began February)
Shao-Chang Huang (began July)
Jonathan Hunt (finished September)
Md Robiul Islam
Benjamin Kamien (began February, 
finished August)
Sepideh Keshavarzi

Inga Laube
Sha Liu
Timothy Lynagh
Nancy Malintan
Roger Marek
Elizabeth Mason (began March)
Sharon Mason
Linda May
Richard Moore
John Morris
Ramesh Narayanan
Thai Vinh Nguyen 
Truong Giang Nguyen
Navid Nourani Vatani
David Painter
Ajay Panwar
Simandeep Poonian (began June)
Miguel Renteria Rodriguez (finished 
March)
Amanda Robinson (began March)
Sumiti Saharan
Hugh Simpson
Benjamin Sivyer (finished February)
Daniel Stjepanovic
Cornelia Strobel
Freda Talao
Gavin Taylor
Vanesa Tomatis (began July)
Qian Wang 
Peter Wen (finished September)
Rebecca Williams (began June)
Jiajia Yuan
Oressia Zalucki (began November)
Yian Zhu
Nikki Zuvela (finished March)

Masters of Neuroscience
Zoran Boscovic
Cheng-Liang Chiou
Brett Fisher
Beomjun Kim
Di Xia
Shanzhi Yan
Hon Wai Yap

Institute Manager
Helen Weir
Ray Johnson (maternity leave cover)

Institute Operations Manager
Ian Duncan (finished December)

Research Management
Senior Research Manager –  
Rowan Tweedale
Grants and Postgraduate Coordinator – 
Dr Sylvie Pichelin

Commercialisation
Annita Nugent

Laboratory Support
Scientific Services Manager –  
Clare Seaman 

Judy Bracefield
Jane Ellis
Luke Hammond
Maureen Kearney
Colin Macqueen
Nicholas Nacsa
Virginia Nink 
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Lida Stjepcevic (finished August)
Nana Sunn
Janette Zlamal
John Wilson

Occupational Health and Safety
Ross Dixon

Information Technology
IT Manager –  
Jake Carroll 

Phillip George 
Toby O’Brien 

Special Projects and Events
Alison van Niekerk

Communications
Anna Bednarek (finished October)
Peter Cook (finished November)
Denise Cullen (began December)
Ron Hohenhaus (finished May)
Dee McGrath

Development and Community 
Relations
Jenny Valentine

Human Resources
Brooke Ellem (began September)
Samantha Leblang (finished August)
Jackie Perren

Finance and Store
Finance Manager –  
Katherine Parsonage 

Wade Ebeling
Michael Perren
Elizabeth Power
Nathan Weir

Technical Services
Technical Services Manager –  
David Wheeldon 
 
Adam Barry
Brandon Horne (began June)

Personal Assistant to the Director
Deirdre Wilson

Administrative Support
Brenda Campbell
Suzanne Campbell
Sarah Eagle (began December)
Susan Earnshaw
Lesley Green
Ben Kelly (began November)
Rhonda Lyons (finished November)
Kym Mayes (began September)
Debra McMurtrie
Charmaine Paiva
Reeza Palamoodu Nazer
Amelia Sah
Elizabeth Watts
Jill Wardropper (began May)

Right: (L-R) QBI’s Special Projects and Events Manager Mrs Alison van Niekerk, Deputy Director 
(Operations) Mr John Kelly and Institute Manager Mrs Helen Weir
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Researchers at the Queensland Brain Institute 
are dedicated to unlocking the mysteries 
of neurodegenerative diseases and mental 
health disorders, which currently account 
for a staggering 45 per cent of the burden of 
disease in Australia.

By improving the understanding of the 
fundamental mechanisms that regulate 
brain function, QBI researchers are working 
to develop new, more effective therapeutic 
treatments for conditions such as dementia, 
stroke, motor neuron disease, multiple sclerosis 
and neurotrauma.

QBI relies on both public and private 
donations to continue its research programs 
and is therefore grateful for the support and 
generosity of its benefactors.

Donations

There are many ways in which you can help 
support QBI’s research effort, including: 

	-	 Make a donation for a specific 
research area

	-	 Purchase scientific equipment

	-	 Fund scholarships for talented 
students 

	-	 Provide fellowships for early- to 
mid- career scientists

	-	 Sponsor Professorial Chairs

	-	 Undertake laboratory dedications

	-	 Provide gifts in memoriam

Under current legislation, gifts to the 
Queensland Brain Institute are tax 
deductible.  To discuss how you can 
support the Institute, please contact us at:

Queensland Brain Institute
Building #79, Upland Road
The University of Queensland
St Lucia  QLD  4072 

Telephone:	+61 7 3346 6300
Facsimile:		 +61 7 3346 6301
Email:	  	development@qbi.uq.edu.au
Website: 		  www.qbi.uq.edu.au

Bequests

By leaving a bequest to QBI in your will, you 
are leaving a lasting legacy that accelerates 
current research and preserves future 
projects.  Bequests can include: 

	-	 A percentage of an estate

	-	 The residuary of an estate (what 
remains after all other gifts and 
costs have been deducted)

	-	 A gift of a specific sum of money

	-	 A particular asset, such as 
property, works of art, shares, 
or an insurance policy

How to support the Queensland Brain Institute
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